2 Calif. counties trying to
form new state

By Reuters

Creating the state of California took a revolt that led to the
short-lived Bear Republic, a war with Mexico, and various
international treaties. Now, some northern natives hope to
take it apart, starting with a couple of ballot initiatives.

Tuesday, voters in Del Norte and Tehama counties will consider
a measure calling for separation from California and the
formation of a new state. Supporters are hoping to generate
momentum for pulling together portions of northern California
and southern Oregon into an entity to be called Jefferson.
Thomas Jefferson once imagined that part of western North
America might develop into a freestanding republic.

Local vexations with state government were cited by Aaron
Funk, an aptly named organizer of the movement: “lack of
representation, lack of infrastructure, inability to use a lot
of our resources.”

Opponents of the measure say it sounds an economic death knell
for the area, given its poverty and high unemployment.

Efforts to chop up California boast a long history.
Disgruntled residents first proposed a state of Jefferson,
also comprising counties in nearby southern Oregon, in the
1940s.
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