Brown, Newsom, Harris advance
to November

By Michael Finnegan, Los Angeles Times

Gov. Jerry Brown finished first Tuesday in the California
Primary, easily advancing to the general election while
Republicans Neel Kashkari and Tim Donnelly battled for the
second spot on the November ballot.

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom and state Attorney General Kamala
Harris, both Democrats, also advanced to November. Insurance
Commissioner Dave Jones, another Democrat, also was all but
guaranteed to move to the general election.

The election was the first full-scale test of a new primary
system aimed at curbing entrenched partisanship in state
politics. In contests for statewide office, Congress and the
Legislature, candidates who finish first and second -
regardless of party — will compete in a November runoff.

The “top-two” system was approved by voters four years ago.
Exasperated by chronic gridlock in Sacramento and Washington,
voters ignored pleas of the two major parties to keep
California’s partisan primaries intact.
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