
Rural  Nevadans  opt  out  of
medical pot
By Whip Villarreal, Las Vegas Review-Journal

CARSON CITY — Much of urban Nevada is quickly moving forward
to license medical marijuana dispensaries, but patients in
some rural areas might find it difficult to obtain the drug
because local governments are opting out.

Another barrier to getting the drug is the apparent lack of
interest by entrepreneurs to operate in the sparsely populated
areas. Nevada’s rural counties reported little to no interest
from applicants wishing to establish dispensaries, according
to the Nevada Association of Counties.

The City Council in Fernley, which in 2010 had a population of
19,368,  voted  3-1  last  week  to  prohibit  the  dispensing,
growing and manufacturing of marijuana for medical purposes
within the city limits, according to Mayor LeRoy Goodman. The
action taken was to direct staff to draft an ordinance to
officially ban a dispensary in the Northern Nevada city.

Elsewhere in Lyon County, Yerington Mayor George Dini said a
medical marijuana dispensary is “not a good fit for our city.”
The town in 2010 had a population of 3,048.

With  decisions  by  Lyon  and  Storey  counties  not  to  allow
dispensaries, residents of this western Nevada region will be
forced to drive elsewhere to purchase medical marijuana. A
patient from Yerington would need to travel 120 miles round
trip to get to the nearest dispensary in Carson City.
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