Burning Man an economic blip
for Fernley

By Kyle Roerink, Las Vegas Sun

The city of Fernley is among the last signs of civilization on
the road to the Burning Man festival.

The majority of the 60,000 beatniks, bohemians, freethinkers
and adventurers attending this year’s Burning Man traveled
through the town to arrive at the event, which started
Tuesday.

The town’s Wal-Mart Supercenter and Lowe’s Home Improvement
are beacons to the bands of travelers who come to Northern
Nevada for the weeklong fete, where radical artwork and
nonconformist behavior are on display.

Many “burners” tout the experience as a crash course in “self-
reliance.” After they pay for the $380 ticket, they build a
makeshift community and use nonmonetary means to barter goods.

But before they partake in the noncapitalist festivities, many
of them stop to shop in Fernley.
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