Nev. casinos 1in spending war
over online game

By J.D. Morris, Las Vegas Sun

Online gaming remains a divisive issue for Nevada casino
companies, which are pouring money into lobbying on the issue
while they joust over a potential ban.

The proposed ban, contained in a measure championed by Sen.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah, has
helped trigger hundreds of thousands of dollars in spending
from the gaming industry. One side, led by Las Vegas Sands CEO
Sheldon Adelson, is in favor of the prohibition. Others,
including Caesars Entertainment, are fiercely opposed.

But amid the flurry of spending, congressional action 1is
moving slowly. Legislators left for their August recess
without seriously advancing a measure introduced in March that
would prohibit online gaming nationwide, and its fate for the
rest of the year is uncertain.

If enacted, the Restoration of America’s Wire Act from Graham
and Chaffetz would make gambling on the Internet illegal. The
legislation was referred to committees in both chambers but
hasn’t moved any further.
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