
No uniform water conservation
in Calif.
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Drive across city limits in virtually any part of California,
and you will also cross another kind of frontier, one gaining
more attention during the worst drought in a generation: The
borders  between  cities  also  define  different  ideas  about
water. One city may have gutters coursing with wasted water,
while  its  neighbor  lives  by  the  highest  conservation
standards.

The differences can be glaring, according to a Bee review of
data submitted by water agencies, and they highlight some of
the challenges in achieving broad conservation goals during
the ongoing drought. In a hypothetical tour of the state,
according  to  the  data,  the  well-informed  traveler  would
encounter the following disparities:

• In the tony hillside mansions of Los Altos, residents in
2012 consumed an average of 197 gallons of water per person
each day. Step across the city limits into Mountain View, and
consumption drops to 139 gallons per day.

• In Anaheim, the home of Disneyland, per capita consumption
is 163 gallons per day. Next door in Garden Grove, the average
is only 128 gallons each per day.

•  In  the  state  capital’s  metro  region,  Folsom  residents
consume 329 gallons each per day. Their neighbors in adjacent
Orangevale consume significantly less, 225 gallons per day.
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