Letter: Measure F moves Tahoe
out of status quo

To the community,

I've been closely involved with Lake Tahoe Community College
since 1its beginning in 1974 when I was elected one of the
first LTCC board of trustees members. I’'d like you to
consider, just for a minute, what would happen if the
college’s Measure F bond effort failed to pass this Election
Day.

Since the bond would cost homeowners $25 per $100,000 in
assessed value, Measure F not passing would mean a homeowner
savings of about $6 a month on average — that’s true. The
college would continue to exist, and the board of trustees,
college leadership, and faculty and staff would find a way to
keep LTCC going. Our dedicated and professional educators
would continue in their efforts to prepare students for
transfer to four-year programs, for rewarding careers, and to
lead them on enjoyable educational experiences.

But without the solid foundation Measure F provides, our
teachers wouldn’t experience the excitement and freedom to
create and innovate that reliable funding can make possible.
Without funding, innovation is hampered. The spark innovation
provides makes teaching a true joy, and that would be missing.

Our students deserve the best education we can give thenm.
Measure F funds would continue and even improve the high-
quality experience LTCC provides. Should we be satisfied with
merely an adequate educational experience, in merely adequate
facilities? I believe that in order to achieve their goals and
do their best work, students need a well-supported and
enthusiastic faculty, teaching in the finest facilities we can
provide.
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If Measure F fails, it tells our city and the world that the
citizens of South Lake Tahoe are satisfied with the status
quo, not interested in being the best, but rather in being
just run of the mill. Great schools are the result of a
dynamic, progressive, forward-thinking community that attracts
new business and population to it. Will larger, healthier
businesses be anxious to spend large sums of money 1in
communities that don’t value exceptional education? Will the
state of California be motivated to tap LTCC as one of its 15
pilot schools to offer four-year degrees in a community that'’s
satisfied with a status quo college?

True, everyone dislikes higher taxes. With Measure F, we're
talking about $6 a month to homeowners and businesses. But in
the face of worldwide competition for investment and tourist
dollars, can South Lake Tahoe afford to be labeled as “status
quo”? The health of our local college is tightly bound to the
health of our community. Please join me in voting yes on
Measure F, and make the right call for our kids, college and
community.

Sincerely,

Fritz Wenck, Lake Tahoe Community College board trustee



