
Opinion:  California’s
comeback is spotty
By Dan Walters, Sacramento Bee

As  he  sought  re-election  to  his  fourth  and  last  term  as
governor this year, Jerry Brown crowed about a “California
comeback” after weathering the worst recession since the Great
Depression.
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He was particularly adept at selling it to out-of-state media
types who liked the story line and didn’t delve into details.

In fact, California’s recovery has been very slow and very
spotty, largely confined to the San Francisco Bay Area and a
few other coastal enclaves.

We have regained, on paper, the million-plus jobs lost during
the recession, but that superficially positive factoid ignores
growth in the labor force and an unpleasant truth that many of
those new jobs are low-paying and/or part-time.

California’s unemployment rate in October, 7.3 percent, was
fifth highest among the states.
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