ELl Dorado supes restore pay
perks for electeds

By Peter Hecht, Sacramento Bee

Thirteen months ago, El Dorado County supervisors voted to
strip generous salary enhancements for seven elected officials
amid cries that the county was vastly overpaying its public
servants.

On Tuesday, the board reversed itself and restored most of the
pay cuts.

Major salary reductions were due to go into effect when
officeholders were sworn in for new four-year terms in
January. But the board voted to reinstate salary enhancements
for professional certificates and years of service for seven
elected officials.

Supervisors also voted to give additional pay perks to Sheriff
John D’Agostini and Auditor-Controller Joe Harn, boosting
their salaries with enhancements that are based on the
earnings of their top assistants.

The vote was taken after board Chairwoman Norma Santiago
argued that supervisors had to correct an unforeseen equity
problem: Under the new pay formula, at least five of the
elected officials would be earning less, in some cases
significantly less, than top assistants.
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