Festival full of
extraordinary trees
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Best in show for the 6th annual Festival of Trees and

Lights goes to the Chanel tree. Photos/Kathryn Reed

Judges had no trouble determining the most elegant designer
tree gracing the convention center of Harrah’s Lake Tahoe.
Unanimously they selected the Chanel tree.

It also received best in show for the sixth annual Festival of
Trees and Lights. (Designer: Katie Long, Thran's Flowers.)

Every year Barton Foundation puts out a call to designers to
decorate a tree and then to continue the theme in the
surrounding area. A multitude of gifts come with each tree.
They are then auctioned off at the annual gala.

Each year all proceeds benefit a different component of Barton
Health, with this year’s recipient being Barton Hospice.
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The event runs through Dec. 7.

Even those who are not big into Christmas or don’'t even
celebrate the holiday are apt to find the spectacle engaging.
The Chanel tree — all done in black and white — is not
traditional by any means — especially since the tree is black.
While the tree itself is exquisite, all the accouterments make
it outstanding.

Sew Wonderful is an
unnatural green
color.

But the tree that was rewarded for thinking outside the box
was Sew Wonderful. (Designer: Caryn Hughes.) It’s unique and
garish at the same time.

The best interpretation of the theme went to Moulin Rouge.
(Designer: The Merry Widows and The Gallant Widowers.) The
designer even created a mechanical swing with a showgirl on
it. Best tabletop designer tree went to Out of this World.
(Designer: Katie Long, Thran’s Flowers.)

South Shore schools competed against each other with trees
that size-wise were in between the two designer categories.
Awarded the best handcrafted tree was the magnet school,
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Sierra House Elementary won for best of theme, and Bijou
Community School won for most creative.

Judges like the
Faith, Love and
Hope's

authenticity.

The best Barton tree was Faith, Love and Hope. (Designer:
Community Health Center.) The Barton wreath winner is Silver
and White. (Designer: ICU.)

Judges were from Lake Tahoe News, Lake Tahoe Television, Lake
Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce, Lake Tahoe Community
College and Edgewood Tahoe.

For more info about the festival, go online.

— Kathryn Reed
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