
Fining parents may stop teen
drinking
By Patti Neighmond, NPR

When it comes to teenage drinking, the typical venue is a
party — where some teens play drinking games and binge. It may
surprise you to learn that the majority of parents are aware
that alcohol is flowing at these events.

On any given weekend, some teenagers receive three to four
text messages about parties, says Bettina Friese, a public
health  researcher  at  the  Prevention  Research  Center  in
Oakland.

Friese  recently  conducted  a  study  on  teen  drinking.  She
interviewed  1,100  teenagers  living  in  Northern  California.
Most did not host parties with alcohol. But of the 39 percent
who did, 70 percent said their parents knew kids at the party
were  drinking.  Twenty-four  percent  said  their  parents
“probably” knew, leaving just a handful of parents in the
dark.

Now some communities across the United States are trying to
hold these parents accountable and fine them for allowing
underage drinking in their homes.
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