
Hospitals  killing  tens  of
thousands fewer people
By Jason Millman, Washington Post

Wide-ranging efforts to make hospital care safer have resulted
in  an  estimated  50,000  fewer  patients  dying  because  of
avoidable  errors  in  the  past  three  years,  according  to  a
report  presented  by  government  and  industry  officials  on
Tuesday.

Hospitals  reported  1.3  million  fewer  hospital-acquired
infections in all between 2011-2013 compared to the rate of
mistakes that hospitals made in 2010, according to the report
from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services.  That
represented a 17 percent drop in hospital errors from 2010,
but about 12 percent of all hospitalizations as of 2013 still
experienced an adverse event during the course of care.

The reduction of these avoidable incidents — such as falls,
pressure ulcers, adverse drug events and more — meant $12
billion in savings to the health-care system between 2011 and
2013, according to HHS.
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