
SLT fire captain arrested on
child porn charges

Mark WyGant

By Lake Tahoe News and News 10

South Lake Tahoe fire Capt. Mark WyGant has been charged with
receipt of child pornography.

The investigation began when a computer flash drive was found
in an unassigned locker at a city fire station, according to
the federal criminal complaint. A search warrant had been
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obtained by local police to view the contents of the flash
drive.

The  criminal  complaint  stated  more  than  5,000  images  of
children engaged in sexually explicit conduct were on the
drive.  Additionally,  there  were  more  than  50  video  files
depicting  child  pornography  on  the  drive.  Several  of  the
videos showed a minor known to WyGant. WyGant admitted in an
interview with law enforcement on Thursday to recording those
videos, the complaint said.

WyGant has been placed on paid administrative leave.

“We will not make any further comment other than the press
release which was just approved by the FBI,” City Manager
Nancy Kerry told Lake Tahoe News.

WyGant was promoted to captain in 2010. He was instrumental
with  the  mass  casualty  training  drill  at  the  airport  in
August.

Court documents show that the alleged crimes began in March
2011 and were ongoing until at least December 2014.

He did not enter a plea at his hearing Jan. 30 in federal
court in Sacramento.

If convicted of possession of child pornography, WyGant faces
five to 20 years in prison. He is being held without bail.

His preliminary hearing was scheduled for Feb. 13.


