
Truckee  food  institution
changes hands
By Dave Zook, Moonshine Ink

Overlooking downtown Truckee, with the huge glowing “Hilltop
Lodge”  letters,  Cottonwood  has  became  a  Truckee  staple,
offering comfortable reverie, fine dining, and live music.
After 26 years, ownership is changing hands, but with a plan
to keep the same atmosphere and food flowing for years to
come.

“People deserve to know that it’s going to stay the way it has
been, and the consistency will remain,” said Mike Blide, who
became  co-owner  of  Cottonwood  in  1996  and  served  as  its
general manager. “We are happy that it’s going to stay family
owned.”

Cottonwood opened on New Year’s Eve in 1988 with Jennifer Haag
and then-business partner Ed Coleman as the initial owners. In
1995, Blide and Jennifer married, and the following year the
couple bought out Coleman. Cottonwood grew in popularity due
to its nightly specials, busy bar, and live music on Thursday
and Friday nights.
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