
Opinion:  California
Republicans — evolve or die
By Brian O’Leary Bennett, Los Angeles Times

Delegates to the California Republican Party state convention
that begins Friday in Sacramento should be asking themselves
just two questions: Why can’t they find an electable U.S.
Senate candidate and how do they revive a state party that’s
become irrelevant?

This state went from red to blue because the California GOP
lost its Reaganesque compass and, alarmingly, a willingness to
discern between moral absolutes and generational evolution.
Ronald Reagan brilliantly never let himself be the captive or
defender of the status quo or party orthodoxy. He embraced
broad principles and found ways to solve problems without
selling out.

Voters, popes, presidents and even some elders have evolved.
The state party has not and seems to be perversely proud of
it.  Political  parties  are  meant  to  win  elections,  not  be
martyrs to lost causes of bygone eras.
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