Traffic stop ends with 2
people 1in custody

A routine traffic stop ended with two arrests, and firearms,
drugs and stolen property being confiscated by El Dorado
County sheriff’s deputies.

Deputy Jeff Tucker stopped a Nissan Maxima on Feb. 4 at 4:20pm
on the West Slope for a possible code infraction. Tucker knew
one of the occupants is a member of the Sureno gang 1in
Placerville. The deputy asked to search the vehicle.

A stolen Toshiba laptop computer from Santa Cruz was found as
well as mail and bank checks. Rafael Cardoza, 27, of Diamond
Springs was arrested on charges of possession of the stolen
computer.

Nalana Omega, 31, of Placerville had an unregistered .40-
caliber Glock handgun loaded with a high capacity magazine in
her purse, according to authorities. In a backpack, a loaded
.22-caliber revolver was recovered. The revolver was confirmed
stolen from Citrus Heights, according to deputies. Omega was
arrested on charges of possession of a concealed weapon in a
vehicle, carrying a loaded firearm, and carrying a loaded
stolen firearm. At the jail, it was discovered she had
suspected heroin, hypodermic needles and a meth pipe. Charges
of possession of a controlled substance while armed,
possession of narcotics, and possession of narcotic
paraphernalia were added.

The two other occupants of the vehicle were not detained.
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