
UFOs  were  not  always  a
laughing matter
By Matthias Gafni, Bay Area News Group

It was 1964. Late at night. The Northern California man had
lost his hunting buddies in the woods near Lake Tahoe and
climbed a tree to sleep.

Awakened by a glowing object landing on a nearby ridge, the
man  was  soon  fighting  for  his  life  against  two  neckless
creatures and a robot before the beings emitted a noxious gas
and knocked him out.

A tall tale? Drunken binge? Drug-induced hallucination (it was
the  ’60s,  after  all)?  No  matter.  That  Placer  County  UFO
sighting  and  thousands  more  were  studiously  collected  and
meticulously researched as part of the Air Force’s strange,
long-shuttered Project BLUE BOOK, a government program on the
hunt for little green men — or perhaps Soviet spies; no one is
saying for sure.

For 22 years, the military seemed to spare little expense in
chronicling  humans’  reported  otherworldly  encounters  with
glowing orbs, spinning spheres, flying ice cream cones, and
more.

All of it had been hidden away in archive files until a UFO
enthusiast  posted  130,000  documents  worth  of  BLUE  BOOK
material in a free online database for the first time last
month. Dozens of Bay Area close encounters were included in
the trove.
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