Lottery proposal: Lifeline
for Nev. education or DOA?

By J.D. Morris, Las Vegas Sun

Amid all the discussion in Carson City about improving
education, one piece of legislation is refloating an old, but
likely ill-fated, idea to help fund Nevada’'s bottom-tier
school system: creating a state lottery.

Assembly joint resolution No. 6 would authorize a lottery
through an amendment of the Nevada Constitution, which
currently bars the state from running one. The proceeds would
support public education as well as “the health and welfare of
senior citizens.”

A lottery might seem like a no-brainer for a state with such a
vibrant gambling industry. But similar proposals have failed
in the Legislature numerous times before, so if history is any
indication, this one will be a tough sell, too.

Nonetheless, Assemblyman Harvey Munford, D-Las Vegas, 1is
championing the bill because he said he was approached by many
of his constituents wondering why a lottery wasn’t allowed 1in
Nevada. So the longtime legislator — who's termed out after
this session — thought he’d give it a try, despite the issue’s
poor track record in the Capitol.
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