Laura Ingalls Wilder finds
stardom in old-fashioned way

By Nora Krug, Washington Post

One of the most coveted books of the season is not a thriller
or a celebrity tell-all but an oversize, 472-page annotated
autobiography with hundreds of detailed notes and several
appendixes. It weighs roughly three pounds and is printed on
specially cut paper.

Unlike typical New York Times bestsellers, it is not available
as an e-book — and might not be for some time. Finding a
hardcover edition has been for many an exercise 1in
frustration. Amazon.com can barely keep the book in stock, and
one secondary seller on the site is hawking a first edition
for $499 (plus shipping), or about 12 times the cover price of
$39.95.

The book is “Pioneer Girl: The Annotated Autobiography,” an
expanded version of a memoir by celebrated “Little House on
the Prairie” author Laura Ingalls Wilder. Wilder herself
couldn’'t find a publisher for the memoir 85 years ago. So,
working with her daughter, she used it as the basis for the
series of novels still so popular today.
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