Study: The Big One could
trigger series of Tlarge
quakes

The San Francisco Marin
District after the 1989 Loma
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By Rong-Gong Lin II, Los Angeles Times

Research released Wednesday suggests the shaking from “the Big
One,” the long-predicted major earthquake on the San Andreas
fault, could trigger additional large temblors on nearby
faults, intensifying the overall seismic impact.

The study suggests that such a quake “could presage a flurry
of ‘other Big Ones’ on other faults,” said USC earth sciences
Professor James Dolan, “as stresses related to the original
San Andreas fault earthquake are redistributed on other faults
throughout Southern California.”

The study, presented by Dolan at a meeting of the
Seismological Society of America in Pasadena, focuses on
whether earthquakes are generated in “super cycles.” A super
cycle refers to when a large number of quakes rupture on a
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single fault system in a relatively short period of time in
seismic terms, over a matter of decades or a few centuries.

Read the whole story
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