Wife guilty in death of ex-
LTBMU chief

By Peter Hecht, Sacramento Bee

PLACERVILLE — Colleen Harris insisted the shotgun death of her
husband was a horrible event shrouded by the “gray fog” of
traumatic memory loss.

In less than two hours, a Placerville jury Wednesday returned
a verdict that was crystal clear: The 73-year-old grandmother
was guilty of first-degree murder for gunning down her third
husband, Robert Edward “Bob” Harris, 72.

The Placerville land surveyor, known to extended family as
“Grandma Cokie,” dropped her head and put her hand over her
face. She cried as she tried to shield herself from the lenses
of photographers in the courtroom.

The jury rejected lesser charges of second-degree murder,
manslaughter and involuntary manslaughter. As a result,
Colleen Harris stands to receive a punishment of 50 years to
life for first-degree murder with a firearm when she 1is
sentenced June 5.
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