Federal water bill mired 1in
secrecy

By Michael Doyle, McClatchy News Service

WASHINGTON — Five months into a new Congress, and deep into a
lasting drought, California water legislation still stymies
and splits the state’s lawmakers.

Draft copies are tightly held, as if stamped Top Secret.
Myriad details are in flux. The legislative timing, though a
June 2 Senate hearing could yet happen, remains unsettled.
Democrats are divided; some are distinctly unhappy.

It all sounds so familiar, and yet there’s still no telling
how this movie ends.

“Right now, I don’t know,” a gloomy sounding California
Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein said Thursday, when asked
about the prospects for a bill. “It’'s very difficult to put
something together. Obviously change is controversial, so to
propose something and then not to be able to do it makes no
sense.”
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