Tourist stops change
dramatically as climate
shifts

By Matt Villano , USA Today

From Alaska to Miami, the phenomenon of climate change — the
catch-all phrase that describes subtle but significant changes
to Earth’s atmosphere — is wreaking havoc on some of the most
beautiful destinations in the country. Perhaps the most
concerning news: There has been no recent evidence that the
trend will slow or stop any time soon.

Shrinking Lakes

All Andrew Glasgow wanted to do was share the wonder of Mount
Shasta and Shasta Lake with his wife and two young sons.

He had visited the mountain before, many times. He remembered
the awe-inspiring grandeur of the snow-covered triangle
reflected in the turquoise waters of the lake below. His
family simply had to see it. So, for Thanksgiving last year,
he booked a trip. But when they arrived, the scene was totally
wrong. There was virtually no snow on the mountain itself. And
the lake — if you wanted to call it that — was nothing more
than a glorified puddle.

Warming temperatures and drought conditions in California
likely were two of the factors contributing to what the
Glasgows spotted that day. Other lakes have been affected by
climate change as well. Rising temperatures in Lake Tahoe are
suspected to have caused a drop in the number of bottom-
feeding creatures in the lake — the very same creatures that
eat algae and therefore give the lake its world-renowned
clarity.
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