
Calif. to restrict water use
by farmers
By Jennifer Medina, New York Times

LOS ANGELES — Farmers with rights to California water dating
back to the Gold Rush will face sharp cutbacks, the first
reduction  in  their  water  use  since  1977,  state  officials
announced Friday. State officials announced that rights dating
to 1903 would be restricted, but said such restrictions will
grow as the summer months go on, with the state facing a
prolonged drought that shows few signs of easing.

“Demand in our key rivers systems are outstripping supply,”
said  Caren  Trgovcich,  the  State  Water  Resources  Control
Board’s chief deputy director. “Other cuts may be imminent.”

The cut impacts nearly 300 water right holders in the San
Joaquin and Sacramento watersheds and delta whose claim to
water  came  after  1903.  State  officials  said  that  further
curtailments are being considered weekly.
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