
10,000 acres in Sierra Nevada
protected

Lyons Ridge was purchased by
the  Northern  Sierra
Partnership,  American  River
Conservancy  and  Nature
Conservancy.  Photo/American
River Conservancy

By Paul Rogers, San Jose Mercury News

More than 10,000 acres of scenic meadows, forests and trout
streams in the Sierra Nevada 10 miles west of Lake Tahoe have
been preserved in a deal in which environmentalists hope to
prove  that  thinning  out  overgrown  forests  can  increase
California’s water supply.

The Northern Sierra Partnership, an environmental group based
in Palo Alto and founded by longtime Silicon Valley leaders
Jim and Becky Morgan, joined with the Nature Conservancy and
the  American  River  Conservancy  to  buy  the  land  for  $10.1
million from Simorg West Forests, a timber company based in
Atlanta.

The deal, which closed Aug. 5, preserves a landscape south of
Interstate  80  in  Placer  County  adjacent  to  Granite  Chief
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Wilderness in the Tahoe National Forest. The land contains
more than 20 miles of blue ribbon trout streams.

Read the whole story
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