
Calif. man attacked by black
bear
By Associated Press

FRESNO — Wildlife authorities say a 67-year-old California man
fought off a black bear that attacked him from behind then
drove himself to a hospital.

Lt. Chris Stoots of the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife said such attacks are rare, but black bear encounters
are on the rise due to the drought.

Stoots says the man, whose name was not released, was on his
porch Thursday and likely startled the bear that was feeding
on trash 20 feet away.

Stoots says it took the man several attempts to fight off the
bear  and  get  back  inside  his  home  in  Midpines,  west  of
Yosemite National Park.

He says the man was bitten and scratched on his arms, legs and
stomach. He was able to talk with investigators.
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