Opinion: Hunting lions needs
to end

By Dereck Joubert, National Geographic

In the wake of Cecil the lion’s killing in Zimbabwe we are
seeing real conversations about hunting: its viability and its
ethics.

It has opened some tough discussions, like if we should all
boycott Zimbabwe, or whether lion hunting is in any shape or
form a viable conservation tool.

I don’t think it’s a good idea to boycott Zimbabwe. Thousands
of local Zimbabweans live off photographic tourism and a range
of other jobs that are not involved in hunting. Many of these
people have chosen non-hunting industries because they already
don’t like the business or ethics of hunting.

Just today I was filming some lions hunting zebras and I
reflected on the difference between a hunting lion and a man
hunting a lion. Both are undeniably violent acts. But one 1is
necessary, the other is not. One is for food, the other is
not. One involves no great celebration of death, one ends in
high fives and alcohol celebrations and often some blooding
rituals.
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