
Amid  drought,  thousands  in
Calif. cancel flood insurance
By Phillip Reese, Sacramento Bee 

State  and  local  officials  have  preached  for  months  that
California’s historic drought could be “the new normal,” the
precursor  to  more  frequent  years-long  episodes  of  hotter
temperatures, less rainfall and lower Sierra snowpack.

Californians across the state have responded en masse to the
call for lifestyle changes, curtailing water use, particularly
when it comes to watering their lawns.

And  some  have  responded  in  a  manner  more  concerning  to
government officials: They canceled their flood insurance.

The  number  of  federal  flood  insurance  policies  active  in
California has fallen by 30,000, or 12 percent, since the
drought began in 2012, according to data from the National
Flood Insurance Program.
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