Poll: Politics at local level
pointless

By Cathleen Decker, Los Angeles Times

Disdain and disgust have been common sentiments when it comes
to Americans’ views of the national political environment. But
local government was supposed to be the safe haven, where
things got done in a more neighborly way, with a lot less
frustration than, say, dealing with the groaning bureaucracies
of the IRS or Veterans Affairs.

It hasn’t worked out that way, exactly.

In a somewhat surprising twist, a new USC Dornsife/California
Community Foundation/Los Angeles Times poll on community
involvement suggests tension between California voters and
their local governments.

A quarter or more of California voters say their elected
officials are not responsive to their needs, a figure larger
than might have been expected years ago. Voters cast a broad
brush of negativity about the usefulness of volunteering for
or giving money to political candidates and politicians.
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