Feds to regulate recreational
drones

By Craig Whitlock, Washington Post

Federal regulators said Monday that they will require
recreational drone users to register their aircraft with the
government for the first time in an attempt to track rogue
flying robots that are increasingly posing a threat to
aviation safety.

The decision to compel drone owners to register their aircraft
represents a policy shift by the Obama administration and a
tacit admission by the Federal Aviation Administration that it
has been unable to safely integrate the popular remote-
controlled planes into the national airspace.

U.S. officials said they still need to sort out the basic
details of the registration system — which they hope to set up
within two months — but concluded that they had to take swift
action to cope with a surge in sales of inexpensive, simple-
to-fly drones that are interfering with regular air traffic.
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