Strongest El Nino in decades
may mess with everything

By Brian K. Sullivan, BloombergBusiness

It has choked Singapore with smoke, triggered Pacific typhoons
and left Vietnamese coffee growers staring nervously at
dwindling reservoirs. In Africa, cocoa farmers are blaming it
for bad harvests, and in the Americas, it has Argentines
bracing for lower milk production and Californians believing
that rain is finally, mercifully on the way.

EL Nino is back and in a big way.

Its effects are just beginning in much of the world — for the
most part, it hasn’t really reached North America — and yet
it's already shaping up potentially as one of the three
strongest El Nino patterns since record-keeping began in 1950.
It will dominate weather’s many twists and turns through the
end of this year and well into next. And it’s causing
gyrations in everything from the price of Colombian coffee to
the fate of cold-water fish.
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