
Bob Rockwell (Old Long Skiis)
– 1953-2015

Bob  Rockwell  and  his  dog
Lucky.  Photos/Provided

“Old Long Skiis” is now making first tracks with his dog
Clarity in a secret powder bowl high above Meiss Meadow.

Robert Porter Rockwell Jr. died Nov. 3, 2015. He was 61.

Bob  Rockwell
loved  to  tell
stories.

Bob was born in San Jose to Mona and Robert P. Rockwell Sr. on
Dec. 29, 1953. The family moved to South Lake Tahoe in the
early 1960s and began a long history of running motels, shops,
and other businesses.

Brought up with a great work ethic, his first job was cleaning
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up the beach at Ski Run Marina and taking out tourists in an
aluminum boat over to Emerald Bay, acting as tour guide. He
was  only  in  grade  school  at  the  time.  Folks  loved  his
enthusiasm  and  hearing  his  knowledge  of  the  lake.

He graduated from South Tahoe High School in 1972, where he
earned his “block T” letter on the ski team. Working at the
drive-in theater on Glenwood was a blast for Bob. Next he
managed the A&W Drive-In for his folks, then later he became
the tram operator at Heavenly Valley Ski Area. As an avid
skier, this was one of his favorite occupations.

He worked for South Tahoe Refuse next, and was there for over
30 years, starting at the bottom and working his way up to
supervisor of the collections crew. One person’s trash is
another one’s treasure, and boy, the treasures he would bring
home. He had so many hilarious stories of his days with STR.

His contagious laugh and great sense of humor made him an
unforgettable person to know. Bob was a kind, caring, generous
person  who  went  out  of  his  way  to  help  others,  be  it
snowblowing  the  neighbors’  driveways,  kitty  sitting,  or
sharing the veggies from his garden.

He loved skiing, boating, fishing, duck hunting, camping, and
every aspect of living at Tahoe. Bob especially loved boat
camping in his Bayliner cabin cruiser; rising early he would
troll the tranquil waters of Emerald Bay listening to the
ospreys call.

Bob leaves behind his loving father, Robert P. Rockwell Sr. of
San Jose; brother Eric Rockwell of New York City; sisters
Linda (Del) Sessions of San Jose, Michele (Larry) Mowrey of
Sacramento; and loving partner of 25 years Christy A. Prouty
of South Lake Tahoe.

Buddy the dog and Ashleigh the cat will miss him as well as
everyone else who had the pleasure to know him. He was well
known in our community will be dearly missed by many.



In lieu of flowers, donations to the Lake Tahoe Historical
Society  (P.O.  Box  18501,  South  Lake  Tahoe,  CA  96151)  or
American Heart Association would have pleased Bob.

A celebration of life for Bob will be announced at a later
date.


