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Stein Eriksen

By Emily Summers, Deer Valley

Stein Eriksen, the legendary alpine skier whose revolutionary
technique and distinctive style made him a founder of modern
skiing, passed away peacefully Dec. 27, 2015, at his home in
Park City surrounded by family. He was 88.

As one of the most recognized names in the ski world, Stein
Eriksen has been synonymous with skiing style and elegance for
more than 60 years. The first alpine skier to win triple gold
at  a  world  championship,  an  Olympic  Gold  Medalist  and
ambassador  and  father  of  freestyle  skiing,  Stein  Eriksen
parlayed all that he knew and loved about the sport into an
incredible career that spanned almost six decades and changed
the face of alpine skiing worldwide.

The patriarch of elegant skiing, Eriksen successfully turned
his passion for skiing into a lifetime career. His desire to
develop an internationally-renowned luxury hotel, which now
bears his name, is located mid-mountain at Deer Valley Resort,
where he served as Director of Skiing for more than 35 years.
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A native of Norway, Eriksen lived in the United States for the
last six decades. Prior to joining Deer Valley Resort, he was
involved in the development of the then Park City Ski Area,
now Park City Mountain. Before Park City, Stein spent four
years  as  director  of  skiing  and  ski  school  director  at
Snowmass, Colorado, and four years as ski school director at
Sugarbush, Vermont. He also served as ski school director and
owned his own sport shop in Aspen, Colorado. From 1956 to
1958, he was ski school director for Heavenly Mountain Resort,
having  previously  served  in  the  same  position  at  Boyne
Mountain, Mich., from 1954 to 1956.
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