Drones might be next search
and rescue tool

By Paul Nelson, KTVN-TV

Many believe the sky is the limit for Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
technology, including in Northern Nevada, where drones are
being tested.

Warren Rapp 1s the Business Director of Nevada Advanced
Autonomous Systems Innovative Center. He says using UAVs in
search and rescue missions would be a huge step for law
enforcement agencies.

“It’'s a great way that you can, whatever weather condition,
just about, take small-sized drones with thermal cameras or
regular cameras and start searching for somebody almost
immediately,” Rapp said.

Along with cameras, Rapp says drones can be equipped with
radios or phones that can be dropped off to lost people, once
they are found. That would help communication during the
rescue operation, until help arrives. If someone is stranded
in Lake Tahoe or Pyramid Lake, a UAV could even drop off a
flotation device for that person.
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