
Opinion:  U.S.  should  never
host another Olympics
By Brian Alexander, Outside

After  enough  pleading  and  promises  to  make  a  desperate
boyfriend  seem  hard  to  get,  the  International  Olympic
Committee thought it had the final list of candidates that
would compete to host the 2024 Summer Olympics: Paris, Rome,
Hamburg, Budapest, and—a last-minute substitute for Boston—Los
Angeles. But then, late last year, Hamburg said no thanks,
leaving four organizing committees in four cities who say they
really, really want the Games. So now we wait. And wait.

In  the  meantime,  there  will  be  two  years  of  politicking,
schmoozing, and wining and dining. (The IOC promises there
won’t be any outright bribery this time, unlike with past
Olympic beauty contests like Salt Lake City.) Then, two years
from now, in September of 2017, IOC pooh-bahs will meet in
Lima, Peru, and, to great fanfare, announce the lucky winner.
There  will  be  scenes  of  jubilation  among  the  assembled
campaign workers from the city that prevails.

The heartache of remorse will take a while to settle in.

Los Angeles mayor Eric Garcetti is absolutely sure there will
be no heartache if L.A. ends up winning. He says he’s thrilled
about the idea of subbing for Boston, whose citizens wisely
balked at the enormous financial uncertainty of hosting. In
what must be some sort of record for speedy government action,
a  motion  was  introduced  before  the  L.A.  city  council  to
authorize  Garcetti  and  council  president  Herb  Wesson  to
negotiate with the IOC for 2024. Before Angelenos could react,
the city was off to the Olympic races. Exactly how, or if,
residents there will have a say about the idea remains murky,
but here’s hoping that, inspired by Boston’s and Hamburg’s
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good sense, Angelenos ultimately reject the Games, too. And
while we’re at it, let’s forget about hosting the Olympics in
the United States at all—not just in 2024, but forever.

Read the whole story
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