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you think
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The Nevada Caucuses are a crucial part of the 2016 election
cycle, but to some, the process can seem confusing and arcane
compared to the simplicity of a paper ballot primary.

Most states use a secret ballot primary similar to the general
election during the presidential nomination process, but a
handful use a caucus – a system similar to a neighborhood
meeting that allows voters a chance to publicly discuss the
candidates and sway supporters to their side.

Nevada first gained early-state status in the 2008 cycle. The
national parties wanted to expand on the Iowa Caucus and New
Hampshire Primary to include a Southern and Western state.
South Carolina was chosen for the South and Nevada – largely
by lobbying from then-Sen. Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.
– was chosen for the West.
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