
Feinstein  tries  again  with
California water bill
By Michael Doyle, McClatchy Washington Bureau

Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein on Wednesday relaunched a big
California water bill, in what might be cast as the triumph of
hope over experience.

Unveiling her third proposal in the past two years for ways to
divide  California’s  water  supply  among  many  competing
interests, Feinstein packaged her latest 184-page measure as a
reasonable compromise that draws the best from past Capitol
Hill efforts.

The bill introduced Wednesday largely tracks draft language
Feinstein made public in January. It eases limits on water
transfers south of the Delta, but does not mandate specific
pumping levels. It authorizes $1.3 billion for desalination,
water recycling, storage and grants. It compels completion of
feasibility studies for storage projects like Temperance Flat
on the San Joaquin River.
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