Lawmakers want to improve CSU
grad rate

By Jason Song, Los Angeles Times

Cal State University campuses are under pressure to boost
their four-year graduation rates, which in most cases are far
below the national average. A new state Legislature bill could
make their task easier.

If the legislation is adopted, students who agree to take 15
units a semester and maintain a minimum grade-point average
would get priority registration for popular classes, among
other benefits.

The bill by state Sen. Steve Glazer, D-Orinda, a former Cal
State trustee and strategist for Gov. Jerry Brown, is similar
to pilot programs at four of the 23 Cal State schools.
Participating students often get first shot at classes,
additional academic advising and tuition waivers for any class
that’s required to graduate but isn’t offered during the
students’ first four years.

The proposed legislation would go a bit further by freezing
tuition for students in the program.
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