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Even when he’s recalling a failed attempt to ski the Himalayan
peak Makalu, Adrian Ballinger is quick with a joke or a smile.

But  the  mountaineer’s  next  big  expedition  is  no  laughing
matter.

Ballinger, 40, of Olympic Valley plans to summit Mt. Everest
without using supplemental oxygen.

For Ballinger the attempt is the culmination of two decades as
a  mountaineer  and  guide,  including  six  previous  Everest
summits with oxygen.
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