Not happy with the
candidates? Try a new country

By Julie Lasky, New York Times

On Feb. 15, Rob Calabrese, a Canadian radio disc jockey,
launched a website inviting Americans to take refuge on a Nova
Scotia island. The site, Cape Breton if Donald Trump Wins, has
received 977,000 visits and so many inquiries about emigrating
that it now offers a link to the Canadian government’s
application. (President Obama even mentioned it during
his state dinner with Justin Trudeau, the Canadian prime
minister.) The site was, of course, a response to a familiar
refrain, the threat to move abroad if politics doesn’t go your
way. In the wake of primary victories by Hillary Clinton and
Trump on Super Tuesday, people took to Twitter to vow to move
to Canada, and the use of the search phrase “move to Canada”
surged on Google.

The Association of Americans Resident Overseas estimates that
eight million nonmilitary Americans currently live abroad, in
more than 160 countries. While there are no reliable
statistics about motives, few of the expatriates are believed
to have left out of disgust with their politicians. Much more
likely, they made a job-related move. Or retired to a warmer
climate and friendlier economy. Or simply took a vacation and
never came home.

Nan McElroy, for instance, had been working as a film and
video editor in Atlanta when she visited Italy for the first
time at the age of 40. She fell in love with the country, and
ultimately moved to Venice 11 years ago. Now 60, she works as
a sommelier and oarswoman, teaching people to row
boatsstanding up in the Venetian style. “Even when it’s
simple, it’s really complicated,” she said about emigrating.
“You have to really want to do it.”
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