House GOP reopens bidding on
Calif. water bill

By Michael Doyle, McClatchy Washington Bureau

House Republicans intent on storing more California water and
redirecting it to farms have resurrected some familiar and
controversial ideas, this time as part of a must-pass spending
bill.

The provisions, including a freeze on an ambitious San Joaquin
River restoration program and mandated pumping from the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, are now folded into a Fiscal
2017 energy and water appropriations bill. It’s a new tactical
move, designed for leverage.

The provisions included in the 82-page energy and water bill
are a familiar wish 1list, largely reflecting previous
California water legislative packages that have failed to
clear Congress over the past four years. There are some
differences, though.
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