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WASHINGTON — E-cigarette use continued to rise among young
teenagers  and  preteens  in  the  United  States  last  year,
according to federal data, but cigarette smoking overall did
not increase, suggesting that, at least so far, fears that the
devices would hook a new generation on traditional cigarettes
have not come to pass.

Experts said it was too soon to answer the essential question
about e-cigarettes: Will they cause more or fewer people to
smoke? But the broad trend in youth cigarette smoking has been
down in recent years, and researchers have been taking note of
that.

About 5 percent of middle-school students reported using e-
cigarettes in 2015, up from about 4 percent in 2014, according
to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
That is a substantial increase from 2011, when less than 1
percent of middle schoolers used the devices.
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