Flying? Budget hours, not
minutes, for security

By Jad Mouawad, New York Times

Security lines at airports are getting longer — much longer —
and wait times could reach epidemic levels when air travel
peaks this summer, according to airlines, airports and federal
officials.

A combination of fewer Transportation Security Administration
screeners, tighter budgets, new checkpoint procedures and
growing numbers of passengers is already creating a mess at
airports around the country.

While federal security officials say they are hiring and
training hundreds of additional screening officers, matters
are not expected to improve anytime soon.

Airline and airport officials have said they feared that the
current slowdown would last through the year, and could cause
summer travel chaos when more than 220 million passengers are
expected to fly during the peak travel months of July and
August.
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