Housing crisis — a regional
problem in Tahoe

By Moonshine Ink

As Tahoe delves into a rabid housing crisis, the real question
is: What solutions can we tap into to solve this issue? There
are myriad options being explored by the community at large.
The Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation, which is spearheading
a regional housing needs assessment, just wrapped up a series
of housing forums aimed at tackling solutions to this multi-
pronged topic.

“What strikes me is there is no single solution,” said Truckee
Town Manager Tony Lashbrook. “We have to pursue them all.”

Indeed, there are several options to explore in solving the
#TahoeHousingCrisis, including regulatory approaches, tapping
into local and regional agencies, a plethora of funding
strategies, alternative housing, and even how we as a
community look at this issue. While the solutions may not be
clear, it is imperative that we get creative to harbor viable,
alternative solutions to tackle the housing behemoth.
Sustainable solutions will require passionate and involved
community members willing to try anything.

“The success of this issue is going to hinge on the community
commitment to solving this issue,” said Aaron Nousaine, senior
associate for BAE Urban Economics, which 1is working on the
Truckee North Tahoe Regional Housing Study. “We need to build
support around solutions.”

It really is the culture of a community that drives changes in
affordable housing. Communities need to be willing to be
flexible to change what is already in place and get behind new
policies. Aspen has some of the most onerous development
standards — including housing mitigation for new construction
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and deed restricted units — but the community has backed the
regulations and is committed to fixing its own housing crisis,
according to Aaron Nousaine, senior associate for BAE Urban
Economics.
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