Study: 1 in 3 antibiotics
prescribed in U.S.
unnecessary

By Lena H. Sun, Washington Post

Nearly a third of antibiotics prescribed in doctors’ offices,
emergency rooms and hospital-based clinics in the United
States are not needed, according to the most in-depth study
yet to examine the use and misuse of these life-saving drugs.

The finding, which has implications for antibiotics’
diminished efficacy, translates to about 47 million
unnecessary prescriptions given out each year across the
country to children and adults.

Most of these are for conditions that don’t respond to
antibiotics, such as colds, sore throats, bronchitis, flu and
other viral illnesses.
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