
Drought  sparks  larger
wildfires throughout Calif.
By Veronica Rocha, Los Angeles Times

Firefighters are tackling larger and more aggressive wildfires
as drought conditions continue for a fifth year in California,
drying out swaths of forest land.

Raging  wildfires  in  Northern  and  Southern  California  kept
firefighters busy over the weekend, pushing the number of
acres burned so far this year to well over 20,000.

“Now  already  this  year,  crews  have  responded  to  1,562
wildfires that have burned nearly 28,000 acres,” said Daniel
Berlant, spokesman for the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection.

That’s twice as many acres burned for the first six months
this year than in 2015, he said. According to CalFire, 11,353
acres burned for the same period in 2015.
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