
Brown  bears  use  ‘human
shield’ to protect cubs
By Jason Bittel, National Geographic

You might think that winter is the most dangerous time of the
year for a young animal. But for Scandinavian brown bear cubs,
these next few weeks may determine whether the animal lives or
dies.

That’s because early May to mid-July is breeding season for
Sweden’s brown bears. The males, in a desperate attempt to
pass on their DNA, try to mate with every female they come
across. This is especially dangerous for females with cubs,
because a mother bear cannot become pregnant while she’s still
nursing  last  year’s  litter.  That’s  why  male  bears  will
sometimes kill the cubs, forcing the female’s body to stop
lactating and shift back into reproduction mode.

Over one-third of all brown bear cubs will die during the
mating season. And over 90 percent of those fatalities will be
at the claws and maws of unrelated males.

Read the whole story

https://www.laketahoenews.net/2016/07/brown-bears-use-human-shield-protect-cubs/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2016/07/brown-bears-use-human-shield-protect-cubs/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/06/brown-bear-human-shield-mothers-cubs-breeding/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=Social&utm_content=link_fb20160622news-bearshumans&utm_campaign=Content&sf29406563=1

