
Reid betting big on Nev. for
Democratic Senate majority
By Paul Kane, Washington Post

LAS VEGAS — The formidable political machine Harry M. Reid
built in Nevada will face its most difficult task to date when
it tries to hold on to the Senate seat being vacated by the
retiring minority leader next year.

After getting crushed in the 2014 midterm elections, Senate
Democrats have a chance to win back the majority a year from
now. If successful, they would set the chamber’s agenda and,
more  important  in  the  short  run,  control  the  nomination
process for the next president’s Cabinet. That would require a
four-seat gain if the Democratic candidate wins the presidency
or a five-seat gain if the GOP retakes the White House.

With Reid’s retirement, Nevada has the only Democratic-held
seat in jeopardy in 2016, and if Democrats can retain it, a
lot  of  pressure  would  be  placed  on  the  five  freshman
Republicans  who  are  seeking  re-election  in  states  that
President  Obama  won  twice:  Illinois,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
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