
Threat  of  wildfires  growing
in Nevada
By Daniel Rothberg, Las Vegas Sun

A changing climate could increase the risk of large wildfires
in states across the West, including Nevada, which has seen
relatively  mild  wildfire  activity  in  the  past.  That’s
according  to  a  report  from  nonprofit  organization  Climate
Central, which expects Nevada will add 20 days of annual high
wildfire potential by 2050, the fifth-largest increase among
the 11 Western states included in the study.

Rising  temperatures,  increasingly  parched  landscapes  and
changes  to  the  snowpack  are  contributing  to  the  regional
trend, argues the wildfire report released last month. The
study,  which  pulled  from  U.S.  Forest  Service  records  and
climate-change models, said fires in the West had increased in
frequency and size since the 1970s. The overall season is now
105 days longer than it was then.

 

Nevada has relatively few large fires compared with California
or Arizona, but it’s poised for an increase in potential for
wildfire and associated risks, the study says.
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