DEA: Marijuana has no medical
value

By Rob Hotakainen, McClatchy News Service

Delivering a big blow to backers of pot legalization, the
Obama administration said Thursday that it would keep
marijuana classified as one of the nation’s most dangerous
drugs, similar to heroin and LSD.

The long-awaited decision by the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration keeps intact a 1970 law that lists marijuana as
Schedule 1 drug, one defined as having no medical value. That
runs counter to decisions made by 26 states that have already
approved use of the drug as medicine.

The DEA’s ruling shocked legalization supporters, many of whom
had considered Obama an ally after the Justice Department
decided in 2013 to allow Washington state and Colorado to sell
recreational marijuana.
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